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Italian teacher Joseph Cannavo tosses a bean bag to pick a student during a number game

at Walter Hill School in Swedesboro, one of a growing number of schools to teach itallan.

Italian: Language catching on here

(Continued from Page A-1)
is also offered at Clearview
Regional's evening adult school

programs.

Cannave, an instructor at
Swedashoro-Woolwich, said the
movement toward mm Ttalian
education programs
over the past decade out nf the
state Departmant of Educa-
tion's 1996 core curriculum
standards. Included in the

was & that

the community could have a

say in what world languages
are taught local

American communities like
Swadesboro-Woolwich  and
Gibbstown that they had a say,
it just started to snowball from
that point," Cannavo said,

; Gl’as:nd -roots communit
fﬁm grant fanding

able to districts have helped
make many of the fledgling
{talian education pos-
ible, Cannavo said. To date, he
said Swedesboro-Woeolwich,
has received about $44,000 in
grant money from the Italian
{onsulate.

Gloucester County's large
Italian-American population -
second highest per capita in
New Jersey to Ocean County -
might explain some of the
surge in language's popu-
larity. According to the 2000
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Census Bureau, there are
02.095 Italian-Americans liv-
ing in the county, about 24.4
pms. of the county’s popula-

It‘smt;ustthmeuithl&l-
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"There’s a couple reasons
why overall it's becoming popu-
lar,” Cannavo said, "It seems to
be sort of fashionable if you
look at the fashion designers
and the fn.ncy Tace cars. As a

Barlier this month, GCIT
was host to an [talian educs-
tion conference where Cannavo
and representatives of area
Sona of Italy chapters gathered
with area educators.

Among the topics of discus-
sion was the challenge many
districts face in finding certi-
fied Italian teachers,
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*One of the fears of a lot.of

. the distriets - and it's & legiti-
| mate one - is the lack of teach-

ers,” Cannavo said. *Certified
Italian teachers are at & premi-
um, When an italian teacher
leaves a schea! district, the dis-
lnet mﬁy goes into & tail-
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2005, New Jersey issued 1,000
mchingwr‘liﬁclﬁmsinﬁm-
ish and 214 in French. The
state issued 83 certifications
for Italian during the same
period.

The shortage of available
rtified teachers was cited by
hool officials in Washington
wmship in-response to a peti-
wthony Girardo last year.

About 40 students are
rolled in after-school Italian
urses for college credit
rough Gloucester County
;Hﬁ. according to school

to adopt any

"Any decision to
additional world languages in

number §7 In ltallan before her time is up. Looking on are {from
left) John Morrone, 11; Jamesla Harris, 11; and Aine Kelly, 10.

be reviewad when the adoption
eydle comes due,” said Jan Gied,
for the district.
- As teaching of the language
continues to grow in the county,
a future geperation with and
without ancestry traced back to
Italy are lmsm
more than just ish or
French in the classroom.
Trevor Elm, 11, a fifth-grader
at Walter Hill School in
Swedeshoro, has been exposed
to the language as part of the
world language curriculum
gince fourth grade. Last week,
he used his of num-
bers in [talian to win a game of
bingo in his aflemoon class.
"It's a different language and
I can speak it and no one else at
my house will know what I'm
talking about,” said Elm, whe
rushed to the teacher’s desk to
collect his prize for winning, a
key chain with the outline of
the country over a red, white
and green background.



